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“l used to believe that pagans in far-off coun-

tries were lost - were going to hell. | no longer
believe that. | believe that there are other ways
of recognizing the existence of God - through
nature, for instance." (McCall Magazine, Janu-
ary, 1987)
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Af#EIK - Tell me, what do you think is the future
of Christianity? 75 7575 2¢ » 1ad 3 E#
HIFTZHTHE?

EREg .. | think there’s the Body of
Christ. This comes from all the Christian groups
around the world, outside the Christian groups. |
think everybody that loves Christ, or knows
Christ, whether they’re conscious of it or not,
they’re members of the Body of Christ. And
that's what God is doing today, He’s calling peo-
ple out of the world for His name, whether they
come from the Muslim world, or the Buddhist
world, or the Christian world, or the non-
believing world, they are members of the Body
of Christ because they’ve been called by God.
They may not even know the name of Jesus,
but they know in their hearts that they need
something that they don’t have, and they turn to
the only light that they have, and | think that
they are saved, and that they’re going to be with
us in heaven.
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ArAETk :Well, what | hear you saying, that it's
possible for Jesus Christ to come into human
hearts and soul and life, even if they've been
born in darkness and have never had exposure
to the Bible. Is that a correct interpretation of

what you're saying? J& » B EEHTEEEIRNY » 17
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ERHEG -Yes, it is, because | believe that. ['ve

met people in various parts of the world in tribal
Situations that they have never seen a Bible or
heard about a Bible, and never heard of Jesus,
but they've believed in their hearts that there
was a God, and they've tried to live a life that
was quite apart from the surrounding community

in which they lived. /Z#7 » 21 » XIS
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Ak - This is fantastic! I'm so thrilled to hear
you say that! There’s a wideness in God’s mercy!
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Facing Giants

Pastor Linus Lau

What is the first thing you do when
faced with a big decision or problem in life?
Do you run around seeking advice from
man? Or do you first go to God in fervent
and persistent prayers?

How often have | heard people say,
“Does that mean that we do nothing and
just pray?” Before you ask this question
again, please consider what prayer is (Jude
20). Praying is — by the help of the Holy
Spirit — to engage our spirit to connect with
God in communion, pouring out our hearts
to him, in adoration, confession, thanksgiv-
ing, and supplication. It is not something we
can do in a casual manner. When we come
into His presence, we are entering into holy
ground. Praying is hard work. Praying is not
doing nothing. Praying, like worship, is do-
ing the most important thing that a child of
God can do. Praying is the first and fore-
most thing you should do before you make
any decision or do anything else. Praying is
not inaction. Praying is the action that leads
to subsequent actions that are proper and
pleasing in the eyes of God.

In 2 Chronicles, chapter twenty, we
have a biblical example of how to handle
the giants of our lives. In this account, we
learn that prayer does not lead us to run
away from our problem, but prayer leads us

to face our problem head-on for the glory of
God. | have gleaned four principles from this
story and | want to share them with you.

¢ Face your problem and
commit it to the Lord.

In the first two verses, we are told
that a host of hostile nations rose up against
the people of God, when Jehoshaphat was
king of Judah. What was his immediate re-
sponse? He did not underestimate the
strength of his enemies. He was afraid (v.3).
As Paul reminds us in Eph. 6:12, “For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places.” Satan is the power
behind every attack against God’s people,
and it is only by the power of God that we
are more than conquerors.

Jehoshaphat understood this spiritual
truth. “Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set
his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a
fast throughout all Judah. And Judah assem-
bled to seek help from the LorD; from all the
cities of Judah they came to seek the
LorD” (vv. 3-4). Notice that the king did not
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seek help from men. He did not gather his
generals to map out a defense strategy. He
knew he needed a power that was far more
superior. So he gathered all his people to
“seek help from the LORD.”

Is that what you do? Do you first go
to God and seek help from the LORD? Do
you get other people involved in praying
about the problem? Or do you wait until you
have tried your best before committing the
situation to prayer? Next, you must...

%% Face your problem and
worship the Lord.

But not only did they come together
to seek help from the Lord, they came to-
gether to seek the Lord first. Let’s read those
two verses again, (with emphasis that | put
in): “Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set
his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a
fast throughout all Judah. And Judah assem-
bled to seek help from the LorD; from all the
cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.”

First seek the LORD. Then seek his
help. By worshiping God first, praising him
for his greatness, and thanking him for past
deliverances, we are emboldened to ask for
his help. By remembering who God is and
what he has done for us already, by focusing
on him instead of our problem, our faith is
strengthened. That is basically what the king
and his people did in verses 5 to 12. Afraid
that we might miss the point, the chronicler
informs us again in verses 18 and 19: “And
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Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to
the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem bowed before the LORD, wor-
shiping the LORD. Then the Levites of the chil-
dren of the Kohathites and the children of the
Korahites stood up to praise the LORD God of
Israel with voices loud and high.”

Is that what you do? In the midst of
your difficulties, do you spend time first wor-
shiping God, praising him with voices loud and
high? Or do you shrink away from God, think-
ing that he has failed you? It is amazing that
many people going though trials often stop
going to church. Sometimes | hear explanation
such as this, “Let me work out my problems
first. Then I'll come back to God.” But it is pre-
cisely the time for you to...

%% Face your problem and trust
the Lord.

Listen to Jehoshaphat’s prayer, “O our God,
will You not judge them? For we have no
power against this great multitude that is
coming against us; nor do we know what to
do, but our eyes are upon you” (v. 12). Are
you facing some kind of Goliath right now in
your life? The odds against you seem to be
overwhelming? You feel that defeat is certain?
Then turn your eyes upon Jesus. Spend time in
remembering His greatness in praises. Come
to Him and acknowledge your own impo-
tence. Confess your sins. Thank Him for His
past mercies. Ask that his will be done.
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When something is not working out
according to your desire, do you take mat-
ters into your own hands? Or do you wait on
the Lord? “Many are the plans in a man’s
heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that will
prevail” (Prov.19:21). Finally...

%% Face your problem and obey
the Lord.

Under the king’s godly leadership, the peo-
ple had prayed and waited, and here comes
a word from the Lord, given to them
through a servant of the LORD, “Do not be
afraid nor dismayed because of this great
multitude, for the battle is not yours, but
God’s” (v. 15b). Did you get that? The battle
is the LORD’s. When the LORD is your God,
and when you trust and obey him, you have
no need to fear any enemy, no matter how
huge they appear. And best of all, you have
not need to fight your own battle. Young
David had such a faith when he faced Goli-
ath and God gave him the victory. And so
here God is doing the same thing for Jeho-
shaphat: “You will not need to fight in this
battle. Position yourselves, stand still and
see the salvation of the LORD, who is with
you, O Judah and Jerusalem! Do not fear or
be dismayed; tomorrow go out against
them, for the LORD is with you” (v. 17).

Do you believe that? When people
turn against you unjustly, when they hate
you without a cause, when you are con-
vinced you are acting in God’s will, can
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you stand still and not fight the battle on
your own terms? Can you?

If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the
wrath of God, for it is written,
"Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the
Lord." (Rom 12:18-19)

NA .
e~ Conclusion

The rest of the chapter describes the defeat
that the LORD inflicted upon the enemies.
The people of God did not have to lift a fin-
ger. They just reaped the fruit of victory, a
victory won by God in their behalf.

My beloved, our Lord Jesus has won

the greatest victory for us on the cross. We
do not need to fight in this battle. All we
need to do is stand still and see the salvation
of the Lord. Have you done that? Have you
confessed with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord, and believed in your heart that God
raised him from the dead? If you have done
that, you now belong to Jesus, and he will
fight your giants for you. He will give you vic-
tory.

Do you believe this?
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Our Amazing God

Samantha Cheng

For my entire life, | thought this would never, ever happen.
There was no way | was going to do this. Never! Everl!...Ever??? It
all started near Thanksgiving. There was an Asian-interest sorority
(sisterhood) called Delta Phi Lambda who was holding a canned-
food drive for the unfortunate. During this event, | saw their close
relationships. | thought joining this sorority would allow me to
build relationships with these ladies and share the gospel with
them. | messaged someone in the group about my interest and she
told me to go to their probate show. A probate show is where the
new sisters reveal to the public that they are new members of the
sorority. | dragged Christine along with me to watch, and | just
could not picture myself dancing like them. So | decided that that
was the end of that. Wrong! God had other plans.

In the beginning of Spring, the college ministry had a leader-
ship retreat. We were pounded with having a heart for the lost and
evangelizing. | remember saying to them that | didn’t have a heart
for the lost Asians, but | was wrong again. Someone from the soror-
ity suggested | go to their two week RUSH events, so | did.
Throughout that time, | was wondering if | really should join a sorority. People usually associate sorori-
ties and fraternities with partying and drinking, but this sorority is more than that. It is about sisterhood,
cultural awareness, improving the image of the Asian American, loyalty, honesty, respect, dedication,
integrity, discipline, and academic excellence. Did God really want to me get out of my Christian circle
and go out into the world? | remember Louie Giglio saying that if we are equipped, we need to go out. |
will not lie, | was afraid. Afraid of what would happen, afraid that | would fall away from God, afraid that
| would get bad grades, afraid of being a failure, etc. Then | came across some verses to help me:

John 3:16-18

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.

John 15:16
You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then
the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

Philippians 2:12-15

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both
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to will and to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may
be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted gen-
eration, among whom you shine as lights in the world

Psalm 27:1
The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?

The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid?

Through prayers and God’s Word, | realized that | needed to join this sorority. This verse espe-
cially helped me through my process:

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore |
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the
sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.

Not that | experienced all the above, but | was able to overcome only with Christ’s power. If it was
by my power, | would have quit a long time ago. During the process, | took every opportunity | got to talk
about God and Jesus. My answers to their questions were very intentional, so much that they could
guess what | would say. That’s why my nickname is Nevaeh. It was pretty awesome sharing with them. |
learned a lot of things as well: how to cry out to God, to trust God, to trust them, to love, to be patient
(though I still need to work on it, haha), to forgive, to endure, to listen, to manage time, to sacrifice, to
think of others before myself, to realize how much | complain, and all this to glorify God and to be a wit-
ness to these ladies, who are now my sisters. So yes, | am officially in a sorority (Yeah, continue to make
fun of me Christine, Susie, Elizabeth, Michael, Andrew! :-P lol haha jp. | know you guys are kidding. | love
ya’ll, haha).

So | am writing this article to share how amazing God is and how he got me through this process
and through schooling. | was so worried about my grades. Shocking, eh? Haha. But | was reminded that
grades are not everything, but God was gracious to me. The lowest grade | got was a B. Crazy!

My journey does not end here. It is only the beginning. | still struggle. | ask that you pray for these ladies
and pray for me. Please pray that God will give me opportunities and that | will take it, that | will not be
ashamed of the gospel, to give me the right words to say, that God will soften their hearts, that | will
continue in my walk with God, etc.

Their motto is “Let our light shine forth...” Ironic, eh?
—Samantha Cheng

Nevaeh, #44
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Guidelines for articles
© The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate

through written words. We therefore welcome your articles » including devotion »

sharing » testimom thoughts » poems » and so on. In order to encourage a

ILMERR NI EIRSPrings will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year.
MEEECEJuli@Yelilg@rticle anytime.

"‘meail i brother ng u: glongzhu@yah"
ment reserves the to edit and c/.,a all articles.
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